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INTRODUCTION

This report is prepared by the Utah De-
partment of Environmental Quality’s Di-
vision of Waste Management and Radi-
ation Control. The data compiled in this
report is provided by Utah'’s large quan-
tity hazardous waste generators (LQGS)
and treatment, storage and disposal fa-
cilities (TSDs). The federal rules issued
under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) and the state
rules issued under the Utah Solid and
Hazardous Waste Act require that all
hazardous waste LQGs and TSDs sub-
mit a hazardous waste generation and
management report every two years.
More detailed information may be found
on EPA’s website at https://
rcrainfo.epa.gov/rcrainfoweb/action/
modules/br/broverview.

GENERATION

During the 2015 hazardous waste re-
porting cycle, 167 Utah facilities re-
ported generating 33,927 tons of haz-
ardous waste, excluding hazardous
wastewater which was managed by
the generator. These waters were ei-
ther returned to the process system or
discharged to a private or publicly
owned water treatment facility. Haz-
ardous waste generation in Utah de-
creased during 2015 by more than
6,000 tons from the 2013 reporting
year.




Hazardous Waste Generated in Utah
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tors has increased during the last several
reporting years, the amount of waste gen-
erated continues to decrease due in part
to updated manufacturing technology and
smarter waste management choices by
generators.




MANAGEMENT

Utah had 12 facilities that reported managing
hazardous waste on-site during the 2015 re-
porting year. The total quantity of hazardous
waste managed on-site by these facilities, ex-
cluding wastewater, was 147,193 tons, with
most of this managed by Utah’s three commer-
cial treatment, storage and disposal facilities.
The total quantity of managed hazardous
waste in Utah increased 24 percent from 2013.
Nationally, Utah ranked 21st, managing 0.1
percent of the nation’s total hazardous waste.

2015 Commercially Managed Hazardous Waste
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The top two management methods used in
Utah during 2015 for all hazardous wastes (on-
site and off-site) were landfill/surface impound-
ment (80,618 tons) and incineration (63,084
tons). Other treatment and recovery methods,
including solvent and energy recovery, ac-
counted for the remaining 3,491 tons.
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

Utah received 113,047 tons of hazardous waste
from out-of-state during 2015. Almost 76 per-
cent of Utah’s total commercially managed haz-
ardous waste originated from outside the state.
California contributed the largest quantity,
82,430 tons. Utah generators exported 27,767
tons, to other states for management during
2015. lllinois received the largest volume of
Utah generated hazardous waste, 16,938 tons.
Nationally, Utah ranked 12th in the quantity of
imported hazardous waste, but only imported 3
percent of the total interstate movement of haz-
ardous waste during 2015.

Interstate movement of hazardous waste is
market driven and dependent upon a number of
factors such as changes in transportation, treat-
ment and disposal costs, as well as contract ar-
rangements between generators and treatment
and disposal facilities. Also, the number of one-
time cleanups, the amount of waste being treat-
ed on-site, and the implementation of waste
minimization practices play a major role in the
quantity of hazardous waste moving between
states for management.




HAZARDOUS WASTE TREND

The number of large quantity hazardous waste generators and management facilities in Utah has in-

creased over the past several reporting cycles due to the number of one-time cleanups, as well as an
increased number of pharmaceuticals requiring management as a hazardous waste. While the num-

ber of hazardous waste generators has increased, the amount of hazardous waste generated in Utah
continues to decrease. Businesses have become more environmentally conscious through the imple-
mentation of pollution prevention efforts, allowing them to operate more cost effectively, while still re-
maining competitive.

Hazardous waste management in Utah has also experienced reporting period fluctuations, primarily
related to economic changes. Management of hazardous waste at Utah’s three commercial hazard-
ous waste treatment and disposal facilities also fluctuates from one reporting period to another rela-
tive to the national economic picture, as well as the local economy.

Completion of old hazardous waste site cleanups, continued improvements in manufacturing technol-
ogy, development of new policies on handling electronic wastes, and an increase in the recycling of
waste products will all have an impact on future generation of hazardous waste, as well as the de-
mand for treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. As Utah and the nation continue to
experience a population increase, the need to further develop technological innovations in produc-
tion, as well as to educate industry and the public regarding economic and environmental benefits of
pollution prevention and waste minimization is even more critical.

This report is available on-line as a pdf file, at www.hazardouswaste.utah.gov. Data used to compile
this information is available at https://rcrainfo.epa.gov/rcrainfoweb/action/modules/br/broverview.




